
  

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
February 2016 Newsletter 

 
Phone: 734-427-1414 

Email:  office1@holycrosslivonia.org 
Website: www.holycrosslivonia.org 

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Krister Ulmanis 
Cantor: Dr. Michael Burkhardt 
Ministers: The disciples at Holy Cross 

Sunday Worship 
 

Lent I, February 14 
    As we revisit the temptation of Jesus we ask,  

      “How are we tempted and how do we respond?” 
 

Lent II, February 21 
             Once again we are reminded that Jesus takes us 

under his sheltering wings. 
 

Lent III, February 28 
As we hear the parable of the fig tree, we are reminded of how 

God works differently from the world. 
 

Lent IV, March 6 
As we hear the parable of the prodigal son, we are asked to 

consider the father in the story. 
 

Lent V, March 13 
As we hear the story of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, we 

ask, “What is it that we focus our lives on? How do we re-
spond to God’s grace upon grace in and with our lives?” 

 

2016 Lenten Journey 
Midweek Observances 

 

Beginning with Ash Wednesday, Wednesdays  
become an integral part of the Lenten Season.   

♦ 

Ash Wednesday Worship, February 10, 7:30 p.m. 
We are forever marked by the cross of Christ. 

♦ 

Wednesdays, February 17 - March 16 
We gather, worship and reflect. 

 

6:30 p.m. - A light supper served by various minis-
try teams for a time of fellowship and centering.  
 

 

7:30 p.m. Quiet worship with liturgy from Holden 
Evening Prayer and a personal faith story. 
 

 

8:30 p.m. Those participating in the Wed evening 
session of  “Remember Your Baptism” with Pastor 
Krister meet following worship. See page 3 for details. 

4th Annual Brew & Stew 
February 6, 1 - 4:00 pm 

 

It is not too late to enter your favorite chili or home 
brew. Contact the office to be added to the list. 
 

Don’t feel like brewing or stewing? Try them all and 
vote for your favorite! Tickets are available in the 
office, $5 ea./$15 per family. 
 

Questions or help, contact Harry Jachym,  
734-306-4763, hjachym@gmail.com. 

COME TO THE 

TABLE 
 

A special opportunity for 
young children and their 
families. See page 6 for more 
information 
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The symbols and meanings of  the Season of  Lent 
 

The observance of the season of Lent first appeared between 200 – 300 AD. The term 
Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon world lencten, which means ‘springtime’. The season 
of Lent spans 40 weekdays beginning on Ash Wednesday and climaxing during Holy 
Week with Holy Thursday (Maundy Thursday), Good Friday and concluding the Satur-
day before Easter. Since Sundays celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, the six Sundays that 
occur during Lent are not counted as part of the 40 days of Lent. 
 

Originally, Lent was the time of preparation for those who were to be baptized, a time of 
concentrated study and prayer before their baptism at the Easter Vigil, the celebration of 

the Resurrection of the Lord early on Easter Sunday. But since these new members were to be re-
ceived into a living community of Faith, the entire community was called to preparation. Following 
the model of Jesus’ time in the wilderness, new adult converts practiced Lenten penance and prayer 
for forty days. 
 

Today, Lent calls us to look back on the impact of our baptism on our lives. How are we doing, we 
who have died to sin and come alive to new life in Christ? In repentance we ask our Lord to clear 
our lives of sin. Lent is therefore marked in the Christian church by a time of prayer, especially help-
ing those in physical need with food and clothing, or simply the giving of money to charities. 
 

The more visible symbols of Lent begin with the ashes on Ash Wednesday. The cross-shaped 
smudge of ashes received on our foreheads becomes a solemn, public reminder of our mortality and 
repentance. Ashes are made from using the Palms from the previous Palm Sunday, illustrating the 
circle of the Church Year. The Palms used on Palm Sunday comes from the ancient Jewish and Ro-
man symbol of victory and is used in triumphal processions and for decorations. 
 

Other symbols in the life of the church is the fact that there is none – the worship space is usually 
stripped of extra decorations, and the joyful singing of ‘alleluia’ is removed from hymns and choir 
anthems. 
 

Perhaps the most common symbols of Lent are the colours. The usual color of Lent is purple, 
which is a color representing repentance. Black, the symbol of sin, death and darkness, is used on 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday and scarlet, used in Mosaic purification rituals as well as used to 
describe sin, is used on Palm/Passion Sunday to reflect on the Passion story of Jesus’ suffering and 
death that is read that day. 
 

What would it be for Lutheran’s to speak of a church season and not mention food? There are two 
items associated with the season of Lent – hot cross buns and pretzels. Hot cross buns were devel-
oped for the season as meat and eggs were not allowed. The marking of the cross is a reminder of 
the season. Pretzels were developed in Germany to be eaten on fast day as they are made of only 
flour, salt and water and shaped in the form of arms folded in prayer. 
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However, the symbols of Lent are not just visible ones. The number of days itself 40 (as in the 40 
days of Lent) is connected with many biblical events, but especially with the forty days Jesus spent 
in the wilderness preparing for his ministry by facing the temptations that could lead him to aban-
don his mission and calling. (Matthew 4:1-11). 
Now, before we begin the season of Lent there is Shrove Tuesday. Since Lent was a time of disci-
pline and fasting, it doesn’t come as a surprise that the day before this began became a feast! Lenten 
diets were to avoid as much as possible rich food (fats and oils). 
 

Historically, the household oils had to be used up before Lent because they would not keep. This 
idea gave birth to Shrove Tuesday celebrations: in Germany, “Fastnachts’ (the night before the fast), 
in France “Mardi Gras’ (Fat Tuesday), in Latin countries “Carnivale’ (Farewell to meat), in England 
this meant Pancake Day or Shrove Tuesday. The dictionary defines “Shrove” as to forgive.  
 

I invite each of you into an intentional Lenten journey this year. Specifically, I invite each of you to 
recall your baptism and consider what it means to you in your daily life. To support that effort, we 
are offering an abridged GPS session during Lent that will focus on baptism, culminating with the 
ancient celebration of the Easter Vigil. I am very excited about what this can mean for us individu-
ally and as a community of faith. Please consider joining us.   
 

Pr. Krister  

Remember Your Baptism 
Five-week Intensive GPS Conversation for Lent  

Wednesdays or Sundays following Worship, starting Feb 14 and Feb 17 
 

    Pastor Krister is eager to keep the GPS process that has been an integral part of the Holy Cross faith  
community alive and well during this time of pastoral transition. Lent is the ideal time to recapture a vital 
piece of the process and enrich our journey together. He will facilitate learning and conversation around the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism.  
    The plan is to meet weekly for 90 minutes during Lent, with two separate groups to choose from. One 
group will meet following the mid-week worship on Wednesday evenings (8:00 pm -9:30 pm), and the other 
group will meet on Sundays following the 10:00 worship (11:45 am -1:15 pm). The Sunday group will be 
bringing a “brown bag” lunch to enjoy during the beginning of our session.  
    All are encouraged to join us. Are you new to considering embarking on a faith journey? Are you curious 
about what all this church stuff is about? Have you traveled through the GPS process and ready to guide  
others? This format will accommodate everyone. All participants will have the opportunity to affirm their 
baptisms at this year’s Easter Vigil on March 26. 
 

Consider the promises made as you affirm your baptism: (from 236 of the ELW): 
  Do you intend to honor the covenant God makes with us in holy baptism: 
   to live among God’s faithful people, 
   to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
   to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

 

Interested? Questions? Contact the office, Pastor Krister or Ellen Batkie. 
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The Holy Cross call committee had their first meeting on Wednesday,  
September 30 and filed the Holy Cross Ministry Site Profile (MSP) with the 
synod the first week of January 2016. Having no experience in being part of 
a call process, I am taking it from those who have that the hard part of our 

job is just beginning. What does that mean? Well, it certainly suggests that Holy Cross will not have 
the call process completed by Easter… and maybe not by Pentecost… and there is no guaranty we 
won’t still be seeking the right candidate on Reformation Sunday. But more important than being 
able to predict how long it will take is being confident that the process will lead Holy Cross and the 
right candidate to find each other. I think that’s the hard part; not finding someone, but finding 
the right someone.  
 

The MSP is a 13-page document and every member of the call committee was intimately involved in 
preparing it. We are proud of the picture we are able to portray, but the fact is our picture is only as 
accurate as our members are engaged. We have represented Holy Cross to be a community of 
ELCA Lutherans who sincerely believe we are claimed, met, called and sent to be God’s people  
doing God’s work. We expressly state that our commitment to deliver inspiring liturgical worship 
with an emphasis on exceptional preaching and music provides the inspiration for us to be disciples 
in our daily lives and we hold out our members as being our greatest gift and greatest resource.  
Given the number of people who do not attend church…any church… and societal trends through-
out the western world, that says that we have a big job in front of us; a job that will definitely not be 
done by Easter or Pentecost or Reformation Sunday or as long as we are alive.  
 

After laboring for 90 plus days and 13 pages profiling Holy Cross, our final assignment was to  
describe Holy Cross in 75 words or less. We described Holy Cross as follows: 

Our Mission, Vision and Statement of Welcome are a single mouse click 
from our homepage. Collectively, the three statements reveal our mindset. 
They describe the foundation on which we design our worship, our minis-
tries and our programs. They describe the shared commitment to Christ 
that promoted a near unanimous 2015 merger of two established Livonia, 
Michigan ELCA congregations. Collectively, they describe Holy Cross and 
we can’t wait to see where God leads us next.  

 

Thank you to each and every member of Holy Cross who is personally committed to being on this 
journey of faith. We earnestly ask that you continue to lift the call process, this committee and the 
future mission of Holy Cross in prayer. God is leading us and we should be confident that he knows 
where we’re going.  
 
Faithfully, 
Jeff Schuman, Chair 
 

On behalf of the Call Committee: Jeff Schuman, Ellen Batkie, Lisa Grimble, Andy Heise, Doug Moore,  
Walter Smith, and Andy Weaver 

Call 
Committee 
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Upcoming Events 

2016 Katy York  
Honoring Women Luncheon 

 

Saturday, March 5, 11:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Italian American Banquet Center 
39200 Five Mile Rd., Livonia 

 

Cost: $20.00 
Checks should be  made out to 

“SEMI WELCA” and placed in the  
envelope on WELCA Bulletin Board. 

Registration deadline, Feb. 10th. 

Plan to attend and honor Susan Scholz,  
the Holy Cross honoree. 

Spiritual Retreat 
“Dancing in the Rain” 

 

Saturday, March 12, 2016 
 

8:15 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
$38 Registration  

(Includes continental breakfast and lunch.) 
Inter-denominational 

For all women of post-high school age. 
 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
1920 Lewis Ave, Ida, MI 48140 

 

Registration forms on the  
WELCA Bulletin Board.  

Deadline March 2 

Rummage Sale: Friday & Saturday, May 13 & 14 
Start sorting and gathering all those items you want to get rid of. Donations 
can be brought to Holy Cross on Sunday, May 8th. Please NO TVs, comput-
ers, large electronics or mattresses. Questions? Contact Joan Onkka. 

On Sunday, February 7, we welcome Pastor Nik Schillack as our 
guest preacher. Pastor Nik  is the Director of Church Relations for 
LSSM, one of Michigan’s largest faith-based social service organi-
zations, serving people of all ages, including senior adults, children 
and families, refugees and persons with disabilities. Plan to stop 
and talk to Pastor Nik between services, or after the 10 am service, 

There are many ways to help this amazing organization. Find out how YOU can “lend a helping 
hand.” 
 

For more information, contact Rev. Dr. Niklaus Schillack, Director of Church Relations, 
nschi@lssm.org or (248) 660-7708. 
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Upcoming Events 
 

February 10, 7 pm - No 6.1.2, attend Ash Wednesday Worship 
February 27, 10 am - Bowling 
March 9, 6 pm - Prepare Lenten Supper 
 

Coming in July, the high school youth will be heading to the Adirondack Mountains in NY for a 
Youth Works mission trip. The youth will be assisting in the community by working on homes that 
need painting, yard-work and cleaning or helping to plan and lead a children's day camp, which in-
clude bible lessons, games and crafts. Overall it will give our youth an opportunity to grow in faith 
while helping others. Watch for details and fundraising information soon!  

612            

2015 crop Walk  
 

We received the following report from the  

Livonia/Garden City area CROP Walk  

treasurer. 

 “I'm very thankful and very grateful; 

because of you and your congrega-

tion's walkers and donors, we raised  

$17,915 to feed the hungry. That 

means that each of our five local  

 recipient organizations will receive 

almost $900 from CWS in the coming 

year! I'm also enclosing the recogni-

tion pins for any of your walkers who 

raised over $150. When you hand out 

the pins, please let everyone know 

how very much we appreciate their 

(and YOUR!) efforts on behalf of 

CROP.” 
 

Holy Cross had seven walkers and raised over 

$1,000, which includes both individual fund-

raising as well as the sponsored shoes pur-

chased by the congregation. Jenna Beers and 

Sarah Channey each raised over $150, and 

have received special recognition pins. 

Come  

to the Table 
 

As we journey through the 
season of Lent we have  

opportunity to come together three times to 
focus on holy communion and preparation 
for Holy Week. 
 

All young children and families of young  
children are invited to meet on Sundays,  
February 21, March 6, and March 20 from 
11:30-Noon in the Music Center to explore 
and experience the mysteries and meanings of 
holy communion. 
 

We know as adults that as we grow in our 
faith we are continually in a process of living 
into the grace of God and the gifts God freely 
offers. Likewise, our young children are con-
tinually in a process of growing and living into 
the wonder of God and God’s gifts in their 
world. 
 

Hence, all young children, regardless of 
whether they have already communed, are 
invited to attend these special times of sharing 
and learning about holy communion with 
their families. 
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Crisis of  Human Trafficking 
 

We often ask ourselves how we can help, but may be limited in our re-
sources, time, and energy.  Well, here is one of the easiest ways you can  
be of help to others: 
 

In October, 2015, Lydia Circle in conjunction with Heavenly Hope  
Ministries, hosted an informational event on local human trafficking. Our Heavenly Hope partners 
have undertaken an initiative to help victims of this crime.   
 

They will take lip balm (chap-stick, etc.) products, wrapped in a coded label, and give them to 
victims of human trafficking. The labels will have contact information about where the victims can 
receive assistance to escape their oppressive situation. These could be handed out in motels, on the 
street, or in shelters. 
 

Lydia Circle hopes to collect 100 tubes of lip balm during the month of February, to help in this 
effort. There will be a glass vase in the narthex where you can drop them. 
 

Each contribution that you make could turn someone’s life in a new direction- away from abuse 
and humiliation, and toward freedom and integrity. 
 

Thanking you in advance…..Mary Foster (734) 261-6534 

Pastor Krister, Cantor Michael, Cindy 
and Kim thank you for your generous 
gifts and thoughtfulness shown to us 
during the Christmas Season. 

Michael & Holy Cross Christmas Choir, 

    It was such a pleasure to have you come  

caroling at Livonia Woods. I received many 

compliments of hearing your voices singing 

throughout the halls. 

     Many, many thanks to all! 

                         Bob Noechel 

Good Hope Lutheran Church would like to thank 
all who contributed in any way to our Christmas 
and Food Pantry Give-away. We distributed 175 
boxes of food to families in December, and in 
addition these families were able to take Christmas 
items, winter clothing, etc. All this is made possi-
ble with outside help from congregations such as 
Holy Cross and we thank you. Special thanks to 
Walt Smith for arranging for this important minis-
try to continue on. 
 

         Karen Pola, Good Hope Lutheran Secretary 

I would like to thank all the people who donated 
clothes, toys and Christmas items for the givea-
way at Good Hope Lutheran Church. It took 
multiple vehicles several trips to transport the 
large volume of donations. This provided many 
people a very warm and happy Christmas. 
    ~ Walt Smith 
 

The people at Good Hope have an bi-monthly 
Food Pantry, a spring giveaway in addition to the 
Christmas distribution. With Easter early this year 
the spring giveaway will be on March 19th! Plan to 
bring your gently used spring and summer cloth-
ing in on Sundays, March 6th and 13th. Monetary 
donations for the food pantry should be given to 
Walt Smith (734) 266-9337. 

tel:734-266-9337
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4    NON FOOD PANTRY 5 6 
 9:30 am  Prayer Shawl  

               Ministry 
6:30 pm  hhav 
 
 

  9:30 am  Bible Study 
 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible Study 

 
6:00 pm  Chancel Bells 
6:00 pm  6.1.2 
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 am  WELCA Board 
 
7:00 pm  Prayer Shawl 
               Ministry 

 10:00 am  SEMI WELCA  
                Board Meeting/AB 
  1:00 pm  Brew & Stew 

7  TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 8  NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 9 10   ASH WEDNESDAY 11 12 13 
  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum   
10:00 am  Worship & Godly Play 
 

 
   
 
 
6:30 pm  hhav 
7:00 pm  Ruth Circle 

  9:30 am  Bible Study 
11:30 am  Christian Fellowship 
                 Thomas’s Family Diner 
6:30 pm  Call Committee Meeting 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible Study 

 
6:00 pm  Chancel Bells 
               NO 6.1.2 
7:00 pm  Chancel Choir  
7:30 pm  Ash Wednesday  
               Worship 
  

9:30 am  Esther Circle 
 
 
7:00 pm  Rachel Circle 

 
    

 
6:00 pm  Pizza & Game Night 

14    FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 15   16      NON FOOD PANTRY 17   18 19 20 
  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum 
  9:00 am  Fair Trade Sales 
10:00 am  Worship & Godly Play 
11:00 am  Fair Trade Sales 
11:30 am  Intercessory Prayer 
11:45 am  GPS 

 
 
 
 
6:30 pm  hhav 
 

9:30 am  Bible Study 
 
 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible Study 

 
5:30 pm  Chancel Bells 
6:00 pm  6.1.2 
6:30 pm  Lenten Supper 
7:30 pm  Lenten Worship 
8:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
8:30 pm  GPS 

 
 
3:30 pm  Book Discussion 
6:30 pm  Grief Facilitator  
                Training 
6:30 pm  Council Meeting 

 
 
 

 
2:00 pm  Movies & Munchies 

21    SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 22 23 24 25 26 27 
  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum 
10:00 am  Worship & Godly Play 
11:30 am  Congregational Budget Mtg. 
11:30 am  Welcome to the Table #1 
11:45 am  GPS 

 
 
 
 
6:30 pm  hhav 

9:30 am  Bible Study 
  
 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible Study 

 
5:30 pm  Chancel Bells 
6:00 pm  6.1.2 
6:30 pm  Lenten Supper 
7:30 pm  Lenten Worship 
8:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
8:30 pm  GPS 

 
6:30 pm  Council 
7:00 pm  Lydia Circle 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

28    THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 29      

  8:00 am  Worship 
  9:00 am  Faith Forum    
10:00 am  Worship & Godly Play 
11:30 am  Intercessory Prayer 
11:45 am  GPS 

 
 
 
 
6:30 pm  hhav 

     

HOLY CROSS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH - FEBRUARY 2016 

Community Building Use 

M 5pm Ellies Weigh 

T 6:30pm DHE 

W & Th 7am AA  

W & F 8pm AA 

W 8pm Alanon 

Th 11am AA 

Th 7:30pm AIM 

F 10am AA 

Sun 5pm Over Eaters 

1st T 7pm Model Airplane 

4th T 7:30pm MI Treasure Hunters 

1st & 4th F 6:30pm ACA 
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Building use by outside groups is  

shown in red. 

Italicized activities are off site. 

HOLY CROSS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH - FEBRUARY 2016 

Community Building Use 

M 5pm Ellies Weigh 

T 6:30pm DHE 

W & Th 7am AA  

W & F 8pm AA 

W 8pm Alanon 

Th 11am AA 

Th 7:30pm AIM 

F 10am AA 

Sun 5pm Over Eaters 

1st T 7pm Model Airplane 

4th T 7:30pm MI Treasure Hunters 

1st & 4th F 6:30pm ACA 



10 

Richard Benoit 
Cathey Bernhard 
Doris Knapp* 

James Lempke* 
Bert McNabb 
Charles Parsley 

Ira Place 
Winifred Slack 
Royce Subject* 

Frank Swanson* 
Dawn Thomas 

 

The Family & Friends of the Following Persons Who Have Died: 

To add a name to this list:  
Call or email the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org, put “Prayer Request” in the subject line: include 

only the request information and a general reason for the request.  
Names will be removed after 3 months unless we are contacted. Thank you! 

(H) - Known to be Hospitalized  (HO) - Hospice  (R) -Rehab  (*) - Member 

Joseph Comeau 
Stephen Cruickshank 
Taylor Furda* 

Ryan Hall* 
Tina Hiller 
 

Seth Hooper 
Michael Rasler 
 

Jennifer Smith 
Paul Tracy 

Those in Service to Our Country: 

Jayne Beyers* 
Jo-Andrea Brandt* 
Lois Cavanaugh* 
Betty Connell* 
Betty Dahlstrom* 

Mildred Duby* 
Edna Duffy* 
Muriel Harper* 
Ann Holliday* 
Arlayne Lewis* 

Ruth Lindke* 
Marilyn May* 
Bob Noechel* 
Amy Oellerich* 
Werner Oellerich* 

Lee Onkka* 
Bob Stone* 
Trudy Stone*(R) 
Jack Thom* 

Those Homebound: 

Maria Amodeo 
Karen Anastasiow* 
Morgan Anastasiow 
Ed Ardnt* 
Mary Ann Asher* 
Ken Bajis 
Norma Beckerman* 
Joyce Bigelow* 
Mark Branton* 
Cheri Brooks 
Pearl Bur* 
Harold Capion* 
Bill Couglin* 
Gary Cox 
Jack Dahlstrom* 

Melissa Deschamps 
Debbie DeLeon 
Sandy & Phil Dilaha 
Marge DuFour 
Elsie Enzmann 
Craig Farrand 
Ron Ferrari* 
Judith Fussell* 
Geri Gerard* 
Debbie Gleason 
Patty Gorton* 
Doris Granum 
Audrey Gross* 
Art Grostick*(HO) 
Henry Habarek* 

Maureen Hatteberg* 
Betty Hendrickson* 
John Hobart* 
Bob Hoyrup* 
Gael Ivanec* 
Joyce Jaffke 
Erwin Klopfer 
Dawn Koponen* 
Larue Kriner (HO) 
Arelene Kudlas* 
Marielle Kulling 
Bob Kunz* 
Pat Lindholm 
Ashley Lindquist 
Carolyn MacKenzie* 

Martha Marker 
Bill Martella 
Austin May 
Lillian May* 
Kathy Mertins 
Tammy Miller 
Michelle Minard 
Rick Minard 
Mary Kay Moore* 
Pete Moundros 
Barb Myers* 
Samantha Nims 
Lois Parsley 
Sherri Pawlik 
Bonnie Quince 

Ann Ransom* 
Alberta Schmidt 
Angel Socha 
Jamie Steinmueller 
Nora Stempien 
Pr. Krister Ulmanis 
Ira Weaver 
Laura Wetendorf 
Evie Willinger 
Dave Wheeker* 
Carol Zogo 

Those Ill or Recovering or in need of Special Prayers: 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
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Lutheran World Relief 

2nd Quilting Bee 
Thursday, March 10,  

10 am - 3 pm 
Our first LWR Quilting Bee was a huge  
success! Fifteen ladies with six sewing machines, 
several ironing boards, pins, needles, rotary trim-
mers and lots of energy, worked on putting to-
gether seventeen donated kits. Two quilts were 
assembled and will be available to tie in the  
Fellowship Hall. Fun, food and fellowship was 
had by all! 
 

You can join us in March when we pin, iron and 
sew our way through the day. All skill levels are 
needed! If you have a portable sewing machine 
please bring it. If you have an ironing board & 
iron to share that would be great.  
 

We are also looking for some additional  
cotton fabric. Please contact Cheryl Pearson, 
248-444-4003 with questions. 

Help Needed: 
Sharing your Spiritual Gifts 

 

Help is needed for one to two hours on 
Wednesdays, to visit patients for the Pastoral 
Care Department at Botsford Hospital. One of 
our Holy Cross members has been carrying the 
visitations of all the general medical floors, and 
we would like to lighten her load. Most visitors 
in this ministry say that they receive more 
blessings than they give. Training is provided. 
Please call the Botsford Chaplin, Pastor Kurt,  
at (248) 471-8850.  

Maybe your gift is more one-on-one. Holy 
Cross has openings on the Spiritual Care Team 
to visit and provide communion monthly to 
our homebound members. Training will be 
provided. Contact Marilyn Grable at 
(734) 338-6722 for more infor-
mation and also let us know of any-
one who would like home  
communion.  

Prayer Request Update 
 

Every so often we review our prayer request list process.  
 

Prayer requests can be submitted at any time. When a request is received, it is placed in the bulletin 
insert, the newsletter list and, if the situation warrants, in the “Prayers of Intercession” during  
Sunday worship. General guidelines for how long names remain on the lists: 
 

 The bulletin insert starts fresh each month, except for those grieving which are included for 4 
weeks. The bulletin insert is a supplement to the comprehensive newsletter list that appears 
monthly. Requests received by Wednesday will be added to that week’s insert.  

 

 The newsletter list includes those ill or needing special prayers for 3 months unless there is a 
request to continue. Those confined to home remain on list until the situation changes.  

 Please be aware that space is limited  and members will be given priority listing. 
 

Requests can be submitted in writing and put in the box outside the office, or emailed to  
office1@holycrosslivonia.org, please put “Prayers” in the subject line. 

tel:248%2F471-8850
tel:734%2F338-6722
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Can you Count … Money, that is? 
 

During this interim period, your Council is undertaking a review of internal controls and 
procedures across the board. The objective is to fine-tune our operation to prepare us to 

function as a larger church and be in a great position to welcome a newly called pastor later this 
year. 
 

One of the areas that emerged is the procedures related to money counting. Currently we have 
teams of two counting money each Sunday following the 10:00 worship, often times a husband/
wife team. Procedurally, it is more appropriate to have at least three counters working as a team. 
Would you consider helping us by joining a team? The teams take a month at a time and usually 
count two months over the course of the year. We will make sure you are well equipped to do the 
work.  
 

We are most fortunate that Nancy Erickson has served as “Counting Captain” over the past several 
years, marshalling and assigning our counters to make sure this important work is covered. Please 
contact Nancy with your questions or, better yet, your offer to help.  
Thanks so much! 

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, Feb. 21th, after 10 am Worship 

 

This is financial/governance meeting including a vote on our annual budget.  
A light lunch will be served. Volunteers are needed to prepare soup, salad and rolls.  

Please contact the office or Kathy Weaver to volunteer. 
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Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2015 Comparison of Operating Expenditures and Receipts

January 1 - December 31, 2015
Average Worship Attendance Year-to-Date: 202

Expenditures Receipts



13 

Average Worship 
 Excluding Christmas & Easter  Including Christmas & Easter 

 # % inc/dec  # % inc/dec 

2015 198 11.2%  207 10.1% 

2014 178 -3.8%  188 -3.1% 

2013 185 2.8%  194 5.4% 

2012 180 10.4%  184 5.7% 

2011 163 9.4%  174 8.8% 

2010 149 -4.5%  160 -3.6% 

2009 156 -8.8%  166 -7.3% 

2008 171   179  

Financial Receipts 

 Operating **  Total 
 $ % inc/dec  $ % inc/dec 

2015 $438,512 21.1%  $469,942 6.8% 

2014 $362,065 1.4%  $439,977 9.3% 

2013 $356,913 1.0%  $402,721 0.9% 

2012 $353,375 -1.9%  $398,986 -2.9% 

2011 $360,119 2.8%  $410,815 8.8% 

2010 $350,308 -6.6%  $377,605 -6.3% 

2009 $374,929 1.2%  $402,967 1.4% 

2008 $370,648   $397,220  
** Excludes Designated Benevolence, Miscellaneous Offsets & Memorial gifts 

Notes 2015 vrs 2014    

1) Pastor Dana Runestad and Pastor Ben Morris announced departure in Nov 2014. 

2) 
Faith Lutheran began worshipping with Holy Cross 1/12/15, merger completed May 

2015; ending Pastor Robert Carr’s call.  

3) 2015 Pastoral transition: Supply pastors until Ash Wednesday, Pastor Martha Butzier 

until 9/30, Pastor Krister Ulmanis call began 11/8. 

4) 2014 Total Receipts includes $32,000 bequest for sanctuary lighting. 

Holy Cross 2015 Worship and Receipts Snap Shot 
 

While levels of worship attendance and receipts are certainly not absolute measures of spiritual 
health, trends are an important indicator of direction. Looking at 2015, a year where a new congre-
gation emerged from the merger of Faith Lutheran into Holy Cross and a year marked by pastoral 
transitions, we ended the year with an 11% increase in worship attendance and a 21% increase in 
operating receipts. What wonderful news! And what humbling news! Rather than patting ourselves 
on the back, it gives us a strong sense of responsibility and conviction. God is busy at Holy Cross. 
How can we be faithful stewards of all that God is providing? What is God is calling us into? Please 
keep listening and praying.  
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for  
February 

 

Lectors 8 am/10 am 
 

February 7  Mary Foster 
   Cara Nims 
February 14  Michael Murphy 
   Norm Sorensen 
February 21  Carol Schrecengost 
   Sue Scherbarth 
February 28  Tami Klopfer 
   Cara Nims 
 

Communion Teams 
 

February 7  Team WELCA 
February 14  Team Asher 
February 21  Team Dudek 
February 28  Team Adams 
 

Altar Guild 
 

February 7  Barb Hunter & 
   Marion Hansen 
February 14  Peggy Hefner &  
   Judith Fussell 
February 21  Sue Scherbarth 
February 28  Barb Hunter & 
   Marion Hansen 

Fellowship Events 
 

Friday, February 13, 6:00 pm 

Pizza & Game Night 
 

♦♦♦ 
 

February 20, 2:00 pm. 

Movies & Munchies 
featuring  

 

Big Eyes 
 

Coming in March... 

Arranged 

Men’s Bible Study 
 

Meeting every Tuesday at 7 pm, we strive to improve and develop our understanding of 
scripture and continue on our path of discipleship. We would like to have you join us! 
 

Our format varies. Sometimes study a book of the Old or New Testament and other times 
we watch and discuss a video series  on various subjects. There are weeks we share the les-
sons of next Sunday and discuss what these readings say to us in today’s  
culture.  
Won’t you join in on these conversations? All are welcome! 

Coming in April... 
 

Fox Theater 
Backstage Tour 

 

Watch for additional trips as they are 
planned on the EVENTS Bulletin Board.  

Don't miss out! 
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Holy Cross Statement of Welcome 
  

Holy Cross is a Christ-centered community in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA). 
We believe all people are created in God’s image. 
We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people. 
We are committed to being a community of that same kind of hospitality. 
We welcome all people to our life and ministry together… 
            …in worship, at the font, at the table and in fellowship, 
            regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age 
            or any other category society uses to distinguish between people. 
We are Holy Cross and you are welcome here. 
  

There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  Galatians 3:28 

Coffee & Tea   
Servers 

for February 
 

February 7 Kim Thomas &  
  Karen & Bob Osen 
February 14    Retha Moore &  
                       Richelle Conine 
February 21    Congregational Meeting 
February 28    Lydia Circle 
 

Contact Susan Scholz to volunteer. 

Altar Flowers 

for February 
 

 

    

February 7 ............................. Please Sign Up! 

February 14 - 28  It is traditional to not  

decorate the altar during the somber  

season of Lent. 
 

Please consider providing flowers for the 

altar. Sign up on the board hanging across 

from the office. 

Trifolium hybridum l.

Christian Fellowship will meet 
Tue., February 9, 11:30 am at  
Thomas’s Family Restaurant. March 

NEWSLETTER  
DEADLINE 
is set for  

February 8. 

                      Book Club News 
                          Our book this month is                                    
                          Redeployment by Phil Klay.  

Join us in the Abbey, February 18 at  
3:30 pm to discuss. 
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